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FROM THE DESK OF CONSUL GENERAL 

 
Dear friends, 

 

    As we present the May edition of the monthly 

cultural newsletter - Bharat Darpan- we have 

mixed feelings. While Germany was 

experiencing the advent of spring brining new 

hope and cheer, India was reeling under the 

second wave of the Covid pandemic in which 

many people lost their loved ones. We pay our 

respect to all those who lost their battle against 

Covid and also recognise the efforts of all our 

frontline workers who worked round-the-clock 

to bring succour during these difficult times. 

 

    In this month's edition we provide an 

overview of the measures taken by the 

Government of India to tackle the Covid 

pandemic. This month we celebrated 'Vesak' 

or Buddha Purnima and Eid ul Fitr- two 

important festivals underlining India's multi-

religious ethos.  
 
    The newsletter also has a special feature on 

the beautiful and scenic state of Sikkim which 

offers a glimpse into the state's rich natural 

treasures and cultural heritage. The state is well 

known for preservation & promotion of bio-

diversity &  important Buddhist monasteries. 

 

I hope you would enjoy our newsletter. We 

welcome your feedback on the email id 

picoffice.ffrankfurt@mea.gov.in. 

 

Yours Sincerely, 

Dr.Amit Telang 
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Measures to fight second wave of Covid-19 

The Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi chaired several meetings 

and took comprehensive review of the Covid-19 related situation 

in the country. During these reviews, important decisions were 

taken including boosting of the availability of medical personnel 

in Covid duty by deploying Medical Interns and exploring the 

feasibility of conversion of existing nitrogen plants to produce 

oxygen. 
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On May 15, the Prime Minister chaired a high-level meeting 

to discuss the vaccination related situation in the country. 

The Prime Minister was briefed that testing has gone up 

rapidly in the country, from around 50,00,000 tests per week 

in early March to around 1,30,00,000 tests per week now. 

Officials gave a detailed presentation on the state & district 

level situation such as testing, oxygen availability, 

healthcare infrastructure and vaccination roadmap.  

 

 

On May 17, The Prime Minister interacted with a Group of Doctors from across the country, via video 

conferencing, to discuss the Covid related situation. The Prime Minister thanked the entire medical 

fraternity & the paramedical staff for the exemplary fight displayed by them against the 

extraordinary circumstances of the second wave of Covid, adding that the entire country is 

indebted to them.  

The Prime Minister urged doctors to include oxygen audit in their daily efforts. Noting that a large 

number of patients are undergoing treatment in ‘home isolation’, he requested the doctors to 

ensure that the home-based care of every patient is SOP driven. He said that telemedicine has 

played a big role for patients in home isolation, and this service needs to be expanded in rural areas 

as well. The Prime Minister also praised the role of the armed forces in the fight against COVID-19.  

 

 On May 29, The Prime Minister chaired an important 

meeting to discuss and deliberate on steps which can 

be taken to support children who have lost their parents 

due to Covid-19. The Prime Minister announced a 

number of benefits to children impacted by the current 

COVID Pandemic.  
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Tributes to Rabindranath Tagore, Gopal Krishna Gokhale and Maharana Pratap on their birth 

anniversaries. 

On the birth anniversary of Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore, the Prime Minister paid tribute Gurudev. 

In a tweet, the the Prime Minister said: “On Tagore Jayanti, I bow to the great Gurudev Tagore. May 

his exemplary ideals keep giving us strength and inspiration to build the India he dreamt of.” The 

Prime Minister also paid tribute to great freedom fighter Gopal Krishna Gokhale on his Jayanti. In a 

tweet, The Prime Minister said that his life, dedicated to the service of the nation, will continue to 

inspire the countrymen. Besides, the Prime Minister, paid tribute to Maharana Pratap on his Jayanti. 

In a tweet, he said that Maharana Pratap made Maa Bharti proud by his unparalleled valour, 

courage and martial expertise. His sacrifice and dedication to the motherland. 

 

 Greetings on Eid-ul-Fitr and Budha Purnima 

The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi greeted the people on the occasion of Eid-ul-Fitr. In a tweet, 

the Prime Minister said, "Best wishes on the auspicious occasion of Eid-ul-Fitr. Praying for everyone’s 

good health and well-being. Powered by our collective efforts, may we overcome the global 

pandemic and work towards furthering human welfare. Eid Mubarak!" The Prime Minister also 

delivered a keynote address on the occasion of Vesak Global Celebrations on Buddha Purnima 

through video conference. Speaking on the occasion, the Prime Minister said Vesak is a day to 

celebrate the life of Lord Buddha and to reflect on the noble ideals and sacrifices he made for 

the betterment of our planet. He lauded the efforts of the scientists for developing the COVID-19 

vaccines within a year and said this shows the power of human determination & tenacity. 

Preparedness to deal with cyclones.  

In the month of May, India faced two major cyclones – cyclone Taukte on the west coast and 

cyclone Yaas on the east coast. These cyclones affected a number of States especially Gujarat, 

West Bengal and Odisha. The Prime Minister took a high-level meeting to review the preparedness 

of States and Central Ministries/Agencies concerned to deal with the situation arising out of these 

Cyclones. On May 19, The Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi visited Gujarat to review the situation 

arising out of Cyclone Tauktae. He announced a financial assistance of Rs. 1,000 crores, for 

immediate relief activities, to the State of Gujarat. On May 27, the Prime Minister chaired a 

meeting to review the impact of cyclone Yaas. Officials made a detailed presentation on various 

aspects of preparedness, assessment of damages and related matters.  
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East Sikkim: With the enchanting environment and the mesmerizing landscape, the East Sikkim is 

a gorgeous tourist destination in the Sikkim. The capital of the Sikkim state, Gangtok,  is the prime 

tourist destination and one of the most beautiful capital cities in India. The city offers you the 

glimpse of the modern infrastructure and advanced living standard, along with the ancient 

religious, traditional and cultural activities which exist in the perfect harmony.  

Most revered and largest Buddhist Monastery in Sikkim, the Rumtek monastery holds the great 

religious importance for the people of the Buddhism faith in all over the world. 

Located at an altitude of 12200 ft.and around 38 km from Gangtok, the Tsongo or Changu lake is 

on the way from Gangtok to Nathula. Tsomgo means 'source of the water', the lake got the water 

from the melting snow of the adjoining mountains. 

Nathula Pass is one of the most famous passes that connects the Sikkim to the Tibet. The road 

connecting the Gangtok and Nathula pass is among the highest altitude motorable roads in the 

world . 
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Sikkim, located in the north-eastern region is the smallest state in 

India.  Travelling across this Himalayan state is particularly 

highlighted by the dramatic contouring of the scenery from thick 

woodlands to colourful meadows to few barren patches to the 

panoramic views of the snowcapped mountains.  

 

West Sikkim : West Sikkim, a very popular tourist destination for the lovers of Mount Kanchenjunga, 

offers a spectacular view of this majestic mountain. 

One of the oldest cities of the Sikkim, the Yuksam was the first capital of the Sikkim kingdom 

established by the first Chogyal, Phuntsog Namgyal in 1642 AD. The city has witnessed the old 

history of the Sikkim and the beginning of the monarch in the state. 

Gyalshing, headquarter of the West Sikkim district, is a famous tourist place as the Mendang, a 

Holy Wall , the longest wall  & the premier Monasteries of Sikkim are located here.  

The town of Pelling  situated at the altitude of around 6800 ft, is a perfect gateway for the nature 

trek with the amazing sight of waterfalls, quaint villages and the good trek routes. 
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North Sikkim : The North Sikkim tour includes the breathtakingly beautiful places like Lachen, 

Lachung, Yumthang Valley, Nathula Pass, Tsomgo Lake, Gurudongmar Lake and others which 

are the marvels among the hilly terrains of the world.The Khangchendzonga National Park and 

the Shingba Wildlife Sanctuary are the major wildlife attractions in the North Sikkim. 

 The Red Panda which is the state animal of the Sikkim is a native animal of the North region.  

 

 

 

South Sikkim :  Numerous diverse tourist destinations in South Sikkim consist of Namchi, Ravangla, 

Sikip, Jorethang, Temi Tea Garden, etc. Temi Tea Gardens is the only tea estate that exists in the 

State of Sikkim which produces the international standard tea, which has very high demand in 

the international market. 

The Siddheshwara Dham is a big temple complex situated on the top of the Solophok hills. The 

temple has a 108 ft tall Lord Shiva statue, 18 ft tall statue of Lord Kirateshwar, twelve jyotirlingas 

replicas as well as the replicas of the four famous temples of the Chardham – Badrinath, Dwarka, 

Jagannath and Rameswaram.  

 

 

 

 

Sikkim cuisine : Sikkimese food is largely based on rice, culinary vegetables from jungle like 

Ningro (Fern), Nakima (Wild Lily), Baas ko Tusa (Bamboo-Shoot), Cheuw (Mushrooms), etc. Most 

of the Sikkimese people are meat eaters. Varity of fresh n processed meats of mutton,beef,pork 

chicken and fish are feasted in almost every meal. Locally fermented beverage such as Arra ( 

Homemade Whiskey), and Chaang / Tongba also compliments the Sikkimese cuisine .  

 

 

 

Sel Roti Sha Phaley Sishnu ko Soup Momos 

The International Flower Festival, exhibition of different 

species of flowers takes place in the Flower Exhibition Centre 

or near the White Hall Complex in the capital city of the 

state,  Gangtok every year. Several beautiful species of 

flowers are showcased here, such as orchids, gladioli, roses, 

cacti, alpine plants, creepers, climbers, ferns, herbs etc. 
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CGI Frankfurt organized an online interaction 

Indian student on 6 November 2020. The session 

was attended by representatives of seven Indian 

students’ associations within the jurisdiction of CGI, 

Frankfurt. Various steps and initiatives regarding 

welfare of students were discussed. 
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To celebrate the festivals of Easter and Holi, Consulate had announced two competitions: - Painting 

competition and fancy dress competition for children. The theme of the competition was the 

advent of spring - bringing positive feelings, energy and vibrancy.  

  

 

On 30th May, the CGI Frankfurt presented the second session of 

a special series showcasing the corporation in the field of 

sceince, technology & higher education over the last 70 yrs 

between India & Germany. In this session watch an intereaction 

with Prof.Dr-Ing. Sandeep P. Patil in conversession with Mr.Parth 

Doshi , Masters Student ,FH Aachen. 

Please visit https://youtu.be/xNZwabFn5-4 

 

 Some of the winning paintings: 

 

 

On 31st May, We shared a video presented by Hindu Verein on the occasion of India@75 

celebrations. The video depicts the rich and vibrant culture of Kerala which is often referred 

to as God’s own country. We thank the Hindu Verein for this wonderful initiative. 

Link for the same https://fb.watch/5__Jd3SWTK/ 

 

https://cgifrankfurt.gov.in/ 

*Pictures courtesy : https:/Sikkim-tourism.com & https://www.holidify.com 

धन्यवाद 

Danke  schön 
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